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	CONFIDENTIALITY

This report has been prepared for the court and should be treated as confidential.  Subject to rules of court it must not be shown nor its contents revealed to any person other than a party or a legal adviser to such a party.  Such legal adviser may make use of the report in connection with an application for public funding (legal aid).


	
	


	CONCERNS

Any concerns parties may have about this report (for example, the extent of the enquiries, the factual accuracy or the opinions expressed in it) must be addressed in court.  If any of the parties requires the CAFCASS officer to be questioned in court, they must (through their solicitor, if they have one) immediately ask the court to order the officer to attend.
	
	


IN THE                                  COURT

	Child/ren concerned: 


	Forename/s FAMILY NAME 

d.o.b. 

Male/Female 


Ethnic Origin  

aged ? years


	Forename/s FAMILY NAME  

d.o.b. 

Male/Female 


Ethnic Origin  

aged ? years

	Living with whom:


	(with parent/s etc.)


	(with parent/s etc.)




	Parties :


	Forename/s FAMILY NAME  

d.o.b. 

Ethnic Origin  


	Forename/s FAMILY NAME  

d.o.b. 

Ethnic Origin  




	Type of Proceedings:


	

	Date of Next/ Final Hearing:
	

	Author:


	

	CAFCASS Office: (include address/                 telephone number)

	

	
	

	
	

	Date of Report:

Report Reference if appropriate (for office purposes)
	


Introduction (brief paragraph outlining case)

· Nature of the proceedings i.e. contact, residence, etc.

· Names, ages and ethnicity of children and, if appropriate, an indication of the child’s preferred language  (This should include a very brief pen picture of the child to establish the focus on the child early on.)

· Identity of the applicant

· Summary position of the parties including agree and disputed issues

· Subsequent court developments e.g. finding of facts, outcome of interim hearings and details of any reports previously  completed in relation to children/parties
Enquiries Undertaken


· List sources of information

· Who interviewed, whether face-to-face or telephone contact with dates 

· Observations of children, including contact 

· Telephone calls 

· Documents read

· file

· reports

· statements

· assessments 

· Reasons if children not seen

· Any other relevant enquiries including checks made (schools, health, probation, police) and any other previous involvement

· People not in interviewed and relevant enquiries that were not possible, with reasons

· Use of interpreters


Relevant Background Information (Details will depend on the nature of the case)   

· History of court proceedings (if any)


· A brief history of the relationship between the parties



· Existing arrangements for residence and contact


· Significant other people







· Relevant issues such as domestic violence, child abduction, disruption during contact, allegations of abuse, and referrals to Social Services, health, education, criminal conviction details etc.

Children

· Description of the family relationships and attachments

· Observations of children and relationships with parents

· Information about the child’s domestic situation, schooling, ethnicity, religion, language, disabilities and any special needs

· Whereabouts of interested parties in relation to the children

· Reasons if children are not seen, or if not interviewed about their wishes and feeling

Parties            

· A brief summary of each of the parties’ current circumstances/ relationships and views on application

· Context of the dispute (as it affects the children and of the steps taken during the enquiry to help reduce and manage conflict/tensions).

· Attitude to and reason for application/opposition
· Attitude to children’s needs/wishes if not covered in the Welfare Checklist
· Proposals and specific concerns/allegations with any evidence

· Use of assessment tools (e.g. parenting plan) if appropriate


Other relevant information 

· Other Agency involvement

· Significant others, new partners, grandparents, older siblings etc

· Expert’s reports

Welfare Checklist   

Each aspect of the Welfare Checklist must be addressed separately for each child.  Where any aspect is not seen to be relevant to the case, this should be acknowledged with the reasons why

a) Child’s Wishes and Feelings. To include what the child says or expresses.  Also add practitioner’s observations and interpretation where appropriate to give clarity. 

b) Physical, Emotional and Educational needs. Include information from school, health visitor, doctor, psychologist and any other professional involved with the child.
c) Likely effect on child of a change in circumstances. Include change in any contact or residence arrangements, separation from birth parents, geographical move, change of school etc. 
d) Child’s age, sex, background and relevant characteristics.  Professional assessment of needs of child in relation to these and other relevant criteria as it affects potential arrangements.  Address the issues of diversity, e.g. disability, heritage, culture, religion and how met.  
e) Any harm the child has suffered or is at risk of suffering. Any information from Social Services Department\NSPCC\any other agency, including schools, which relates to harm.  Include details of any action taken to reduce risk. Consider the impact of domestic violence\abuse on the child and assess any emotional abuse the child may suffer as a result of parental conflict\behaviour.  
f) How capable each parent and any other person is of meeting the child’s needs. Assessment of each parent and any other relevant person in the light of each party’s views and attitudes.  Also address the attitude of the parties to the child’s wishes and feelings.  Own observations and those of other professionals. 
g) Range of powers available to the Court. Advise if order necessary for child’s best interests.  State what kind of order – consider contact order\arrangements.  
Assessment

· By reference to the items on the welfare checklist, form a summary assessment, which would best meet the child’s needs

· Where relevant reference should be made to the acceptance or otherwise of expert advice, with the reasons for departing from any expert recommendation clearly explained

· Assessment of whether parties can manage their own arrangements

Conclusion

· Assessment of whether parties can manage their own arrangements
· The conclusion should be logical and based on an analysis of the preceding information\assessment






· If an order is appropriate, the form of the order the court is being advised to make.  This should cover every live application and those orders not applied for but which you consider to be in the child’s best interests




  

· Identify any necessary further work involved, e.g. reviews by the court, further CAFCASS involvement or not


· Where a Family Assistance Order is recommended, refer to the relevant “exceptional circumstances”, agreement of parties, the proposed work to be carried out and to the persons to be named in the Order.
· Identify if in the interests of the child the court should consider making a direction under section 91 (14) of the Children Act i.e. an order prohibiting any further applications in respect of the child without leave of the court 

Recommendation

· It is the responsibility of the Practitioner to make a recommendation to the court.    

……………………………………

(Author’s Name)

Children and Family Reporter

(Date)
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